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ABSTRACT 
 
This study discusses the hidden reason of disastrous action conducted by Ed 
Boone, one of the main characters in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time. This study aims to find Ed Boone’s hidden reasons for killing 
the dog. The sources in this study are taken from books and the internet. The 
novel, Mark Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is 
used as the main source. This study uses psychological approach. The 
theories used are theory of character, characterization and theory of 
psychology. In theory of psychology, the writer uses Freud’s personality 
structure and defense mechanisms. The finding of this study is: Ed Boone’s 
hidden reason to kill the dog is because of jealousy, disappointment, anger 
that his needs to love and to be loved are denied. These feelings come from 
his unconscious conflicts that are due to his relation with Mrs. Boone, Mr. 
Shears and Mrs. Shears. These lead him to kill the dog. Thus his action is to 
release his anger. 
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INTRODUCTION 
A novel is a work of literature that draws a reflection of life. Readers 
can see the reality that gives them an understanding about life and its 
problems (Milligan 4). The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, 
which is written like a diary, also reflects a life with the whole conflicts that 
occur. The main protagonist in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time is an autistic boy named Christopher. He is 15 years old. He comes 
from a broken family. He is different from his peers. He has unstable emotion 
and strange attitude. The story begins when he finds a dead dog, which is 
murdered by a mysterious person. In this novel, Mark Haddon tells that 
Christopher is a pet lover. For him, dogs are important. “I think dogs are 
important…” (Haddon 10). Moreover, this love drives him to investigate the 
murderer of the dead dog. Christopher becomes interested in being a 
detective and does not reduce his spirit in being a detective though his father, 
Mr. Boone, does not permit him to be a detective. He decides to investigate 
the murder of the dog secretly. On the contrary, the murderer that he looks 
for is his father. This condition creates many problems connecting to internal 
and external side of the characters.  
From the brief illustration above, there are problems, which arise in this 
novel. Moreover, the strong illustration of the characters gives the writer 
additional value to discuss one side of this novel, Mr. Boone. Through him, 
one of the main characters in this novel, the writer realizes how difficult it is 
to be an autistic parent. His reaction dealing with his autistic son touches the 
writer because he often acts as to what his son wants. Looking at his reaction 
dealing with his son, it illustrates that he is a good father. He exactly knows 
what his son likes and dislikes. He absolutely knows that his son likes a dog. 
In contrast, he has killed a dog. Hence, the writer enthuses to analyze him, as 
the murderer of the dog.  
Many different motives create human behavior. So, while talking about 
one’s behavior or one’s action means talking about one’s motives. In doing 
this disastrous action, Mr. Boone must have motives which drive him. These 
motives establish a motivation to do something. Besides, as what is stated in 
Psychological in Action, “Motivation refers to factors within an individual 
that activate, maintain, and direct behavior toward goal” (Huffman, J. 
Vernoy, M.Vernoy 392). From this statement, it is clear that motivation 
determines human action. Further, motivation drives human action to reach 
his goal. For example, Christopher becomes a detective because he wants to 
find the murderer of the dog. In this case, Christopher has a motivation to be 
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detective because his goal is to find the murderer of the dog. The study, then, 
focuses on the description of Mr. Boone and his hidden reason for killing 
Wellington.  
Theory of psychology is used to find the hidden reason of Ed Boone for 
killing the dog. To approach the problem, the writer employs psychoanalysis. 
The application of the theory of character and characterization is to find out 
how Mr. Boone is described in this novel. Then in the study, the writer uses 
Freud’s personality structure in theory of psychology because. This theory 
will be a suitable tool to explain the reason behind one’s action. Moreover, 
the defense mechanisms theory is the theory to explain the character’s action. 
Theory of Psychology  
Pettijohn defines that psychology is the science of behavior. 
Considering that psychology is related to behavior, he also describes the 
meaning of behavior. The meaning of behavior is anything we think and do. 
Those include mental activities, feeling, and various bodily reactions. He 
describes the aim of psychology. He states that psychology is used to 
understand someone’s behavior and help someone with personal and 
emotional problem (5-6). Moreover, Freud as one of the figures in 
psychology formulates personality structure and defense mechanism theory 
to understand one’s behavior. 
Personality Structure 
Knowing that each person is unique and have his or her own ways of 
responding to the world, a famous personality theorist named Sigmund Freud 
develops a theory of personality. The reason why Freud can formulate this 
theory is because he has experiences while dealing with many kinds of 
hysterical patients. Therefore, he formulates a theory related to personality 
aspect. This theory is composed of three mental structures called id, ego and 
super ego (Huffman, J. Vernoy, M. Vernoy  476). 
The first is the id or unconscious forces. Freud believes that each 
person has psychic energy that influences one’s personality. He emphasizes 
that id is the original part of the psyche presented at one’s birth. id is filled 
with energy that comes from the instincts without any organization because 
id is more about satisfaction of basic needs of pleasure principle. 
According to him, the id concerns with an instinct side which consists 
of the psychological expression of biologically basic need such as sex, food, 
warmth, and others. This instinct not really takes attention to account, 
because the id only focuses on organism’s need that creates satisfaction. The 
id also becomes one’s motives. There are two types of instinct. The first is 
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Eros, this type constructs the instinct responsible to have creativity, self-
propagation, and for survival. The second is Thanatos. Unlike Eros, this type 
constructs aggressive tendencies. Hence, this type can grow negative 
behavior because this type can build human’s motivation to kill, conquer, and 
compete.  
Then the second is the ego. In contrast, the id is unconscious while 
much of the ego is conscious. “The ego takes for itself part of the energy of 
the id and proceeds to serve as the mediator between the id and reality…” 
(Freud, The Ego 29). If the id uses biological need on the other hand the ego 
uses reason, memory and judgment. Those are meant to satisfy the desire of 
the id.  
Next, the third type is the superego. This type represents the societal 
standard for morality. The superego operates on the morality principle. So, it 
means that human personality is also judged by the society. This situation can 
be clearly seen in a family situation as conveyed by the parents to their child. 
For example parents teach good behavior based on the societal standard for 
morality to their child.  Moreover, the superego also has relation with the id 
because superego receives the id’s energy similar with the ego.   
In fact, those mental structures influence the function of mind that will 
affect someone’s behavior. Because of that, each person has different aspects 
of personality. This theory is used to find out some reasons of Mr. Boone’s 
action whether it is good or not. Hence, the purpose of studying this part is to 
analyze Mr. Boone’s behavior.  
The Defense Mechanism 
We know the use of ego is to satisfy both the id and superego. But 
sometime, the ego also can fail. After explaining about tree mental structures, 
Freud composed the defense mechanisms. The defense mechanisms relate to 
the id, ego and superego. These mechanisms are the tools, which help defend 
the ego when the ego has difficulty to satisfy both the id and the superego. 
“Defense Mechanisms are strategies the ego unconsciously uses to reduce 
anxiety by distorting our perceptions of reality” (Huffman, J. Vernoy, M. 
Vernoy 478). 
There are several kinds of defense mechanisms. Those are repression, 
sublimation, denial, rationalization, intellectualization, projection, reaction 
formation, regression, and displacement. In this study I will apply one of the 
defense mechanisms named displacement to explain Mr. Boone’s disastrous 
action. Freud states displacement is substituting original object to object-
choice. Displacement happens when energy of instinct is blocked and cannot 
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secure the original object. The energy of instinct, then, displaces to object-
choice. This happens to release the energy (Beyond 48-50). For example, a 
runner wins a competition. She suddenly returns to the person next to her and 
gives a big hug to that person. The person in this case becomes the object-
choice of the winner to release her happiness.  This defense mechanism 
influences by the id, ego and superego. 
Displacement occurs when the ego satisfies the id and fails the 
superego trough realizing the energy of the id. On the other hand the 
superego gives forces to the id not to do what the id wants to do. The reason 
is the pleasure principle is not appropriate with the morality principle 
 
METHOD 
This study uses library study. The object of this study is the 
psychological aspect of the novel The Curious Incidents of the Dog in the 
Night-Time. This novel, written by Mark Haddon consists of 226 pages. 
Mark Haddon wrote this novel in 2003 and was first published by Random 
House, Inc, New York. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
has been published in two imprints. 
This study implies psychological approach. In view of that, this study 
aims to answer two questions, in which one of the main characters becomes 
the focus of the analysis. Psychological approach is applied to understand the 
traits, psyche, and personality of the character. Since this study analyzes Mr. 
Boone as one of the main characters in the novel, this approach will be a 
mean to explore the character’s attitude through his conversation, behavior, 
thought, and other characters’ point of view. Further, through employing this 
approach, this study aims to unveil Mr. Boone’s motives for killing the dog. 
 
DISCUSSION 
To find out the hidden reasons of Ed Boone to kill the dog, the writer 
applies two steps. The first step is by looking at his motivation in doing this 
disastrous action written directly in the novel. Then, the second step is 
looking at his motives behind his disastrous action by revealing his 
unconscious forces.  
To build clear understanding about the correlation between motivation 
and motive, there is a picture that draws it. This picture illustrates the 
correlation between the superego, ego, id, motivation and motive in one’s 
action. This picture aims to create an illustration first before entering to the 
explanation. 
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Motivation is a corresponding process that builds an action to reach the 
aim. In The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time, Mark Haddon 
shows Ed Boone’s disastrous action as his motivation to reach his aim. He 
uses direct speech, which is stated by Ed Boone who is trying to tell the truth 
to his son.   
In the evening, after Mr. Boone has given Christopher a bath, he tells 
Christopher about what actually happens. He tells that he has killed 
Wellington after having an argument with Mrs. Shears. He explains about 
what he feels and what he has done in a chronological order. This aims to 
make Christopher understand his condition at that time. He wants to be 
understood by Christopher because he assumes that he has a strong reason for 
every action that he has done.   
And he said. “I killed Wellington, Christopher…” (120) 
“When your mum left…Eileen…Mrs. Shears…she was very good to 
us. Very good to me… And I guess I thought wrong. I guess…in the 
end…it comes down to…. We argued, Christopher, and… But…I 
think she cared more for that bloody dog than for me, for us. Maybe 
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we are bloody handful. I mean, shit, buddy, we’re not exactly low-
maintenance, are we…? Anyway, we’re yelling at each other and it’s 
in the garden relieving itself. So when she slams the door behind me 
the bugger’s waiting for me….Maybe if I’d just given it a kick it 
would probably have backed off. But, shit, Christopher, when the red 
mist comes down…. And all I could think was that she cared more 
about bloody dog that she did about you and me.” (121-122)   
It is clear how Mr. Boone kills Wellington. From this explanation, it 
can be indicated that the argument happens because Mr. Boone feels 
disappointed with Mrs. Shears. At the first time, he thinks that she is a good 
friend for him and his son but then, he realizes that she cares more with her 
lovely dog rather than with him and Christopher. Hence, this fact increases 
his temper. He becomes angry. Finally, he explores his feeling trough an 
action that is uncontrolled. He kills Mrs. Shears’ lovely pet by using a garden 
fork.   
On the contrary, it is interesting to know the reason of his being anger 
because in his daily life, he has good characteristic. Moreover he is a patient 
person but why his action illustrates an aggression. Apparently, while killing 
the dog he exactly realizes that the dog is Mrs. Shear’s partner and friend. He 
acts to kill the dog because he really angry with Mrs. Shears. Unfortunately, 
his emotion cannot be released to Mrs. Shears. Then, while he finds Mrs. 
Shears’ lovely dog next to him, he sticks the dog with a garden fork 
spontaneously.    
Looking at what has done by Mr. Boone, he kills Wellington to release 
his anger to Mrs. Shears even in the future he strongly aware that he should 
not kill the dog. This disastrous action shows one of the defense mechanisms 
named displacement.  
The meaning of displacement is substituting the original object to 
object-choices. Displacement happens when an instinct is blocked and cannot 
lock the original object then the energy of instinct moves by substituting the 
object-choices (Freud, Beyond 48-49). This condition happens to Mr. Boone. 
He kills Wellington because he wants to release his anger. He substitutes the 
object from Mrs. Shears to the dog to displace his energy of instinct. 
According to Freud, there are three mental structures named the id, ego 
and superego. He states that the id operates on the pleasure principle, the ego 
operates on the reality principle and the superego is the ethical standard of 
behavior. Then, the focus of the use of three mental structures is to uncover 
Mr. Boone’s motives for killing Wellington that is illustrated in the id. To 
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find the unconscious forces the analysis of the ego and superego are also 
needed. 
The Reality Principle 
One’s ego operates in his or her reality principle. The ego works as the 
mediator between the id and the superego. The task of the ego then, is to 
control the energy of the id that is consistent with the moral principle 
(Huffman, J. Vernoy, M.Vernoy 478). The example of the ego is when Mr. 
Boone’s disastrous action success to release his anger. 
Based on the fact written in the novel, Mr. Boone has killed 
Wellington. He is aware when he kills the dog. On the other hand, Freud, in 
his explanation, states that the ego works in conscious side. According to 
Freud, the use of ego is to satisfy superego and id. This ego arises when he 
does an action. Here, the action is killing Wellington by using a fork.  
“I decided that the dog was probably killed with the fork because I 
could not see any other wounds in the dog and do not think you would 
stick a garden fork into a dog after it had died for some reason, like 
cancer, for example, or a road accident”. (1) 
This is what Christopher says in the beginning of the novel. Indirectly 
this information also supports the evidence of how the dog is killed.  Mr. 
Boone sticks the dog with a garden fork. What Mr. Boone has done to the 
dog illustrates his ego.  
The Morality Principle 
Knowing that one’s personality also influences by his or her 
environment, Freud composed the superego as the other metal structures. The 
superego that operates in the moral principle becomes the moral censor for 
someone. (Huffman, J. Vernoy, M. Vernoy 477). The superego leads to know 
what is the morally right and wrong. From Ed Boone’s experience in killing 
the dog, there are two aspects found that influence the superego. 
Marriage 
A marriage will be held if there is a couple that falls in love. Then from 
their marriage they will build a family. Actually, Mr. Boone has a complete 
family. He has a wife and a son but why he still wants to love and to be 
loved. Realizing that he has a complete family, he should keep his love to his 
family. He should not love another women, in this case is Mrs. Shears. He 
breaks the morality rules because he cannot keep his love only for his wife.  
A Dog’s Level 
When he kills Wellington, he does not think anymore about the rules in 
his society. He only cares about his anger and how to release his emotion. On 
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the contrary, it is clear that his society cares with the dog safety. For his 
society a dog is a friend and partner. So, they think that a dog’s level is equal 
to human. It can also be proven by looking at what happens to Christopher 
when he has trouble with the policeman. This case happens because the 
policeman thinks that Christopher is the murderer of the dog.  
“He was quiet for a few second, then he asked, “Did you kill the dog, 
Christopher?”  
I said, “I didn’t kill the dog.” 
He said, “Do you know that it is wrong to lie to a policeman that you 
can get a very great deal of trouble if you do?” 
I said, “Yes.” 
He said, “So, do you know who killed the dog?” 
I said, “No.” 
He said, “Are you telling the truth?” 
I said, “Yes. I always tell the truth”. (17-18) 
From the dialogue between Christopher and the policeman, Mark 
Haddon illustrates a dog level in his society. He illustrates it by drawing 
policeman’s reaction after finding a bleeding dog. Then, to build strong 
evidence about the dog’s level, he also creates a situation where he can 
obviously explain the exact condition in his society. This situation arises 
when Judy tells Christopher why his father is not arrested. “… because the 
police don’t arrest people for little crime unless you ask them and mother 
said that killing a dog was only a little crime” (216). From this view, the 
author draws the cultural context in his society about a dog. For his society, 
killing a dog is a crime though it is only a little crime. And, if Mrs. Shears is 
willing to tell police about Ed’s action, it is possible that Ed will be arrested.  
By explaining it, Mark Haddon strongly points out that a dog is also 
important in his society. 
By doing that unkind action, it means that Mr. Boone has failed to 
satisfy his superego. As we know, he is a tidy person, who likes something in 
a good order, but why he does not act as usual. He should respect on the 
morality rules of his society. But, what happens to him is in the opposite. He 
breaks the morality rules by killing Wellington.   
“Anyway, we’re yelling at each other and it’s in the garden relieving 
itself. So when she slams the door behind me the bugger’s waiting for 
me. And … I know, I know. Maybe if I’d just given it a kick it would 
probably have backed off. But, shit, Christopher, when the red mist 
comes down…Christ, you know how it is…” (121-122) 
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He realizes that he should not kill Wellington. Actually, it is enough for 
him to kick rather than to kill Wellington. However he prefers to kill this 
bleeding dog. Here, we can see the correlation between the ego and superego 
clearly. This correlation is a dilemma when the question, why Ed kills the 
dog while he knows that it means breaking his morality rules is being 
elaborated. To answer the question, the id is important to be analyzed. 
 
 
The Pleasure Principle  
It is important to find out the id because the id is the source of mental 
energy that resides in the unconscious side. According to Freud unconscious 
is, “Freud’s term for thoughts, motives, impulses, or desires that lie beyond a 
person’s normal awareness” (Huffman, J. Vernoy, M. Vernoy 476). He 
believes that the unconscious side influences one’s personality and action 
though it is hidden from his/her awareness.  
Considering that the anger of Ed Boone is the reason of his action to 
kill Wellington. As an actor in this incident, he certainly has the motives to 
do it. Hence, it is important to discover his unconscious conflict first that 
push him to do the disastrous action. It aims to find the motives. It is because 
when the unconscious conflicts are found it means that the motives will also 
be found. Here are some people that influence Mr. Boone’s unconscious 
conflicts: 
Mrs. Boone 
Considering that Mr. Boone has an autistic boy, it can be the basic 
consideration to find the reason for his actions. His family breaks because of 
Mrs. Boone’s guilty since it is difficult to someone dealing with an autistic 
boy. The difficulties of being a parent of an autistic boy build Mrs. Boone’s 
opinion that she is not a good mother for his son. She is not as patient as her 
husband. She believes that Mr. Boone is more appropriate to handle his son 
attitude by himself. This perception leads to a problem in the marriage.  
“Because I often though I couldn’t take anymore. And your father is 
really patient but I’m not, I get cross, even though I don’t mean too. 
And by the end we stopped talking to each other very much because 
we knew it would always end up in an argument and it would go 
nowhere. And I felt really lonely.  
And that was when I started spending lots of time with Roger....But I 
started seeing Roger on his own because I could talk to him. He was 
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the only person I could really talk to. And when I was with him I 
didn’t feel lonely anymore.” (107) 
Through Judy’s handwriting, we can see the effects of her belief. First 
of all, her loneliness dwells in her heart. Then, to cover it she is looking for 
someone to share with. As the time goes by, she indirectly lets other guy 
warm her heart. She falls in love with this guy. Apparently this guy also feels 
the same with her. Then, they continue their relationship deeper. Further, it 
means that there is affair between them. Unfortunately, this guy is her 
neighbor. His name is Roger Shears. He is Eileen Shears’ husband.  
Having close relation with Roger changes her opinion about many 
things. Judy thinks that Roger is the right man that can satisfy her. So when 
he invites her to live with him, she is willing to do it. Then, the final decision 
that she chooses is to leave her family and go with Roger. She even does not 
think about her husband’s feeling.  
Realizing to Mr. Boone’s experiences, it can be concluded that his 
problem with his wife leads him to disappointment and distress. His need to 
love and be loved is denied. This feeling becomes the motives of Ed Boone 
for killing the dog.  
Mr. Shears 
Mr. Shears is Mr. Boone’s close neighbor. He lives with Eileen and 
Wellington. Although Mr. Shears lives together with his wife he is not in 
love anymore with her as what Mrs. Boone’s says in her letter. Judy tells to 
Christopher the condition of Mr. Shears when he begins to fall in love with 
her. 
 “ And Roger told me that he ad Eileen weren’t in love with one 
another anymore, and that they hadn’t been in love with one another 
for along time. Which meant that he was feeling lonely too. So we 
had a lot of common. And then we realized that we were in love with 
one another. And he suggested that we should move into a house 
together…” (108) 
These statements write on the letter that is addressed to Christopher. 
Because Mr. Shears’ love to his wife decreases he feels lonely. He needs to 
love and to be loved. Unfortunately, he meets Mrs. Boone who feels lonely 
too. He attracts to her although he exactly knows that she has a husband and 
son. He does not think anymore about how they will be if they live together. 
What only comes in his mind is he can move together with her by leaving 
their families. This decision affects Mr. Boone feeling. He is disappointed 
with them. 
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Looking deeper, this disappointment comes from his jealousy to Roger. 
It is because his wife has an affair with their close neighbor, Roger. Usually 
in the real life, this feeling can grow because of love. It also happens to Mr. 
Boone. Because of his love to his wife, he feels jealous with Mr. Shears. One 
of the evidence of his jealousy proves through his instruction to Christopher. 
“Father said I was never to mention Mr. Shears’ name in our house again and 
that he was an evil man…” (52). Here, Ed looks so angry. He really does not 
allow Christopher to say Mr. Shears’ name. In this side, his anger is not only 
triggered by his guilty feeling but also by his jealousy. Through this speech 
the author tries to describe Mr. Boone’s feeling. He cannot control his temper 
when he smells everything about Mr. Shears. Therefore it will be worst if he 
hears his son talking about Mr. Shears in front of him, he will shout to his son 
as an expression of his anger.  
Mrs. Shears 
Knowing that his wife has left him, it makes Mr. Boone feels 
disappointed. He cannot accept his wife decision. Emotionally, he feels angry 
about this unexpected condition. He is really angry with Judy and Roger.  
During this period, Mr. Boone tries hard to cares of his son alone. 
However this is too hard to be faced alone. He thinks that he needs someone 
to support him and takes care of his son. It means that he needs love and to be 
love. Then, he finally finds it in Mrs. Shears’ personality. She gives her great 
care to Mr. Boone and Christopher. 
“Then Mrs. Shears came over and cooked supper for us. And she was 
wearing sandals and jeans and T-shirt which had the words 
WINDSURF and CORFU and a picture of windsurfer on it.  
And father was sitting down and she stood next to him and held his 
head against her bosoms and said, “Come on, Ed. We’re going to get 
you through this.” (28) 
Her empathy to his family for about two years influences Ed’s opinion. 
Because of her great kindness, he thinks that she has special feeling with him. 
“…Eileen…Mrs. Shears…she was very good to us. Very good to me. 
She helped me through a very difficult time. And I’m not sure I would 
have made it without her. Well, you know she was round here most 
days. Helping out with the cooking and the cleaning. Popping over to 
see if we were OK, if we needed anything…. I thought she might 
carry on coming over. I thought she might…eventually…want to 
move in here. Or that we might move into her house. We…we got on 
really, really well. I thought we were friends. And I guess I thought 
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wrong…. She said some things I’m not going to say to you because 
there are not nice, but they hurt.” (121) 
By contrast, she does not have the same opinion with him. This contrast 
opinion builds an argument between them. Unfortunately, this argument 
blows Mr. Boone’s emotion up. The anger feeling, which covers around two 
years, explodes through a disastrous action, killing the dog.  
Hence, the writer can indicate that Mrs. Shears’ refusal affects Mr. 
Boone’s action indirectly. The reason that underlines this influence is 
because this factor spontaneously stimulates Mr. Boone emotion. Besides, 
this simulation creates his spontaneously action. He becomes a bloody man 
who kills a dog. 
Looking at Mr. Boone’s life, it is understood why he needs to love and 
be loved. The story begins when his wife has an affair with Mr. Shears and 
leaves him. This situation affects Mr. Boone so much. As a result, he needs a 
healthy feeling of worth. On the other hand, Mrs. Shears always accompanies 
him to pass this hard situation. She takes care of Mr. Boone’s family needs. 
She cooks and cleans his house. Unfortunately, there is a misunderstanding 
between them. He starts seeing Mr. Shears differently because they are close 
enough. He assumes that Mrs. Shears loves him too. So, bravely, he makes a 
conclusion that she is willing to live together with him. However, this 
assumption is wrong. Consequently, a disappointment covers his heart again 
and increases his uncontrolled emotion.  
 
CONCLUSION 
Mark Haddon is successful to build characters in The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time especially Mr. Boone as one of the major 
character.  The author uses several ways to describe Ed Boone. They are 
character as seen by another, speech, reaction, and conversation of others. 
Through these ways, the witer finds that Mr. Boone basically has good 
personality such as loving, patience, honest and tidy. The writer also can 
understand that actually he is not a bad person though he has killed 
Wellington. He has his own motive while doing his action.  
In explaining that someone’s action must have a reason, the author 
creates a situation, which illustrates one’s condition behind his action. This 
situation can be seen very well by looking at Mr. Boone’s experiences.  
Therefore, the writer can point out that the hidden reason of Ed Boone 
for killing the dog is because his need to love and to be love is denied. This 
love makes him jealous and leads to disappointment. He is jealous with Mr. 
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GIVING 
CONTROL TO 
THE ID  
(CHOSING 
WELLINGTON) 
THE EGO 
FORCES 
FORCES 
MEDIATOR 
 MEDIATOR 
Shears and disappointed with his wife. This disappointment feeling 
encourages him to find another love to compensate this feeling. Besides, it 
means that he needs to love and to be loved. When he is close to Eileen, he 
feels that she can cover his needs. He wants to have close relation with her. 
However, she has different opinion with him. As a result, the accumulation of 
his feeling for about two years creates his anger. Occasionally, an anger that 
cannot be controlled causes disastrous action. This condition is illustrated 
well in Mr. Boone’s action. His unconscious feelings blind him. He forgets to 
the morality rules by killing Mrs. Shears’ dog. One of the reasons is because 
this dog is very important to Mr. Shears’ family. The other reason is because 
his motives that indirectly force him to kill the dog. Besides, he can release 
his anger, which has dwelt in his heart for about two years. This means that 
his motivation to release his anger is complete by substituting the original 
object of his anger. So, it means that his aim to release his anger is satisfy by 
his ego. Here is a picture that illustrates the chronology of Ed Boone’s 
disastrous action. 
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